
 

 

Valley Churches United 
2019 Annual Report 

Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
Valley Churches United is primarily a year-round food pantry 
serving qualified residents of San Lorenzo Valley, Scotts 
Valley, Bonny Doon and including the Summit area. 

Programs 
Year-round food pantry serving 
qualified clients within our service 
area 

 Emergency rental and utility 
assistance to qualified clients on a 
case-by-case basis 

Easter, Thanksgiving and 
Christmas special distributions 
including toys for children 

Back to School Backpack program 
and educational scholarships for 
qualified students 

Disaster assistance during an 
emergency  

To bridge the gap in times of crisis by providing  
assistance to local residence, thus promoting stability,  

self-sufficiency and hope. 

Looking back at our year of 2019    
and looking forward to 2020 

A message from the 
Executive Director 

As the year 2020 rolls right along, this is an important time for 
us at Valley Churches United to look back at all that we accomplished 
together during 2019. Each and every year seems to bring with it a 
unique set of circumstances that we can never predict in advance. As I 
write this message, we are faced with the new Covid -19 virus that 
leaves us with many unknowns into the future. Valley Churches 
United literally formed from the experience of a local disaster that 
brought people together to help each other in a time of crisis. We know 
that these are the times that can bring out the best in people wanting to 
be part of the solution and Valley Churches will be right there with the 
community to help serve.                                                                     
2019 proved to be one of those years when we experienced a new set of 
circumstances that became a challenge, and particularly difficult in our 
large service area. The new power outages by PG&E during high-risk 
weather incidents was a new experience for us this past year. We had 
clients that reached out to us, especially in our mountain locations 
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2019 Annual Report message 
from the Executive Director 

Continued from page 1 

where the power outages generally lasted much longer. We provided support 
and assistance during that hardship period of time. While we didn’t 
anticipate this new hardship, we were prepared because of the generosity of 
our donors, and our very careful stewardship of our operational funds.  

Valley Churches had several very successful fundraisers in 2019 with the 
June ‘Enchanting Gardens of the Valley’ garden tour and the Christmas 
Gala. Everyone had a fabulous time at both events and raised funds as well! 

In 2019 I noticed clients having great opportunities to improve their lives 
and they were so grateful. Likewise I noticed clients that were doing well 
and just one crisis completely took them off track from being self-sufficient. 
Because of the community support, we are one of those lifelines that help 
clients get back on track. With no government funding, you are the link to 
helping us provide the assistance that makes such a profound turnaround! 

Looking forward to 2020, I know we may hit some hard times together, and 
Valley Churches will be right there to help in a time of need. It is again the 
incredible financial support from our donors that keep our doors open in 
order to serve. With your invaluable support we will stay in a very strong 
position to help our local residents through the hardships they may face in 
the coming year! 

Lynn Robinson 
Executive Director 

“This past year has given me the 
opportunity to reflect on the power of 

gratitude. Throughout 2019 I kept having 
the experience of profound gratitude from 
every direction. Our clients have been so 
thankful and they express their deepest 

thanks in a variety of ways. I kept hearing 
volunteers mention how much their 

service brought them joy and 
thankfulness. We as staff have also felt 
that same feeling again and again this 

past year. This past year so many donors 
expressed their gratitude that they could 
provide financial support. This full circle 

of support is truly inspirational! “ 
 

With deepest gratitude,   
 
         Lynn 

Valley Churches United Staff 
 

 
2019 proved to be another very busy year for our staff at 
Valley Churches. Between requirements of the year 
round food pantry, the large holiday client distributions, 
and daily administration duties, we function at a very 
fast pace to keep it all running smoothly. We are a small 
but mighty team happy to be at the forefront of helping 
those in our community in their time of need. 

 
Linda and Linda sharing the love! 

 
Linda Meyer, Administrative Assistant and 

Programs Manager 
 
    Linda Lovelace, Operations Director 

 

Sarah’s busy at her 
desk entering data 
into our pantry files 

Sarah Deworken, 
Part-time assistant 
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Valley Churches United is 
truly volunteer-powered!  

Throughout 2019 our team of volunteers helped Valley 
Churches run our food pantry and other programs all 
year round, bringing so much support and positive 
energy each and every day. Our clients benefit so much 
from the important work that our volunteers provide 
year after year! 

1

Valley Churches United depends on our volunteers, 
and it has been the commitment and dedication of our 
exceptional volunteers that has kept our nonprofit food 
pantry going so strong for over 38 years.  

The opportunity to volunteer can be as little as once a 
year or as much as a weekly role. Each volunteer finds 
that perfect fit that works with their own interests and 
schedules. The gratitude to help serve the community is 
felt among our volunteers every day. All year-round our 
volunteers serve with joy and make a real difference! 

    Come and join our amazing team of volunteers! 
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This is the amazing Holiday Gift Shop that is created every 
Christmas season through the incredible talents of a dedicated 
group of volunteers. Come visit the 2020 gift shop next season! 
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Client Programs = 
 

$883,484 
 

Fundraising = 
 

$86,570 
 

Administration = 
 

$133,508 
 

 

 

Food Pantry assistance = 

$766,773 

 

Housing assistance = 

$49,782 

 

Transportation/Other = 

$44,923 

 

Utility assistance = 

$22,057 

1
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2019 

Client Programs Fundraising Administration 
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Client Programs 

Food Pantry Housing assist Transportation/Other Utility assist 
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TOTAL REVENUE 

$1,144,792.00 

 

TOTAL EXPENSES 

$1,103,613.00 

 

TOTAL NET ASSETS 

$1,792,465.00 

 

 

VALLEY CHURCHES UNITED  
2019 

FINANCIAL HIGHLIGHTS 



 

 

 

Connect With   
Valley Churches United 

As a nonprofit that has been serving the community for 
over 38 years, we often experience multi-generations giving 
back to their community year after year. It is such an 
inspiration to have people of all ages and stages in life 
support Valley Churches United through their financial 
donations and volunteer opportunities.  One thing we hear 
consistently from donors that support us year after year is 
how important it is that they see the direct benefits that 
help local residents right here in our community. Providing 
that direct assistance for qualified clients in their time of 
need in order to help them get back on track is how we help 
through our pantry programs.  

This continued success into 2020 could not be possible 
without your support. Please feel free to connect with us at 
Valley Churches United anytime! 

Valley Churches United 
PO Box 367 

Ben Lomond, CA 95005 
 

831-336-8258  
vcum.org   

 
501(c)3 tax ID #77-0163322 

 

  

Valley Churches United

VCUM Board of Directors 

Kim Teves – Chair 

Danny Reber – Vice Chair 

Kat Courtney –Treasurer 

Deborah Elston – Secretary 

Lisa Baumert 

Jane Gordon 

Jeanette Larkin 

Kevin Foster  

Debbie Jennings 

VCUM Staff 

Lynn Robinson – Executive 
Director 

Linda Lovelace – Operations 
Director 

Linda Meyer – Administrative 
Assistant/Program Director 

Sarah Deworken – Part-time 
Assistant 

WAYS TO DONATE 

• Mail to:  Valley Churches United, PO Box 367, Ben Lomond, CA 95005 
 

• Visit us on Facebook or vcum.org and click Donate for a PayPal donation 
                                                                          

• Visit in person at 9400 Highway 9, Ben Lomond, M –F, 9am – 4pm to donate.  

 


