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Message From The  

Executive Director

As I look back on my first year here at Valley Churches United, there is so much to share with all of  you 

about our amazing year in 2016. With the support of  so many caring members of  our community, we were 

able to help low income residents in our service area in their time of  need throughout the entire year. It is 

with so much admiration that I have been able to experience first hand the caring nature of  each and every 

person that supports Valley Churches United. I can honestly tell you there is never a dull moment at our 

non-profit. Here is a quick peek back at 2016:

We started the New Year on the success of  the Holiday food drive, so we knew that the first few months we 

had plenty of  donated food for our clients. By March we geared up for our annual Bucks For Hunger mailing 

fundraiser in order to help get us through the spring and summer season. In the same spring season we are 

helping with other partners who include us in their fundraising events. At the same time we were preparing 

for our special Easter distribution for clients. All the while we are running our food pantry operations as well 

as other client based programs that are at the core of  our mission to help those in need here in our own 

community. 

While all of  this is taking place, VCUM staff  is also getting the next distribution project organized in advance 

of  the back-pack program for children. Also, many volunteers are working behind the scenes for the big 

Tasting Under the Redwoods fundraiser, and by summer all these efforts come to the big day of  the events.



Executive Director’s 

Message continued
The Tasting Under The Redwoods event was another resounding successful fundraiser, with huge support 

from very dedicated volunteers and the spectacular local restaurants. The back-pack distribution was again 

a very special time to help our client’s children start the school year off  with lots of  school supplies in a 

hand selected back-pack they may not otherwise have.

No sooner has the new school year begun, then another round of  fantastic volunteers begin the intensive 

process of  creating the Holiday gift shop at Valley Churches. Not only is it a magical transformation of  the 

front offices into an enchanted holiday feast for the eyes, but it provides our low income families with a fun 

way to afford gifts and holiday supplies during the season. During this very same timetable, VCUM staff  is 

starting up the Holiday Food Drive, and the big Christmas Project Mailing Fundraiser. Amazing volunteers 

are starting the Christmas Stocking Project and VCUM staff  is also feverishly working on the entire 

Thanksgiving and Christmas client distribution events. All of  these huge projects are completely dependent 

on your incredible donations.  Once again our amazing local community came through in 2016, providing us 

with hundreds of  crates of  donated food, and sending us your monetary donations to help us keep going 

strong as we begin our 35th year in 2017. Your continued generosity is the reason we remain so strong.

My first year was so busy, at times I had to remind myself  to slow down. I have been so inspired every step 

of  the way by each and every person’s kindness, energy and support for all the work that needs to happen 

on a daily basis at Valley Churches United. As we begin our 35th year providing help and hope to those in 

need, I look forward to working right along side you in any way you join us on this amazing journey!





We Are On A Mission
 Valley Churches United is beginning it’s 35th year of  service to the communities in San Lorenzo Valley, 

Scotts Valley and Bonny Doon area. From the very beginning, in the aftermath of  the devastating winter 

storms of  1982, we have been a source of  help during a disaster, a  temporary crisis or simply a hard 

time for our residents in their time of  need.

 “Valley Churches United bridges the gap in times of  crisis, promotes self  sufficiency and provides 

hope”.

 With this new mission statement we go forward with the strength of  a very caring and giving local 

community, in order to help residents in need in our service area. Hard times can strike anyone at 

anytime. Primarily a food pantry, Valley Churches United is a nonreligious non-profit organization that 

has distributed supplemental food year-round to local residents for over 34 years.

 With the incredible support of  our donors, volunteers and Board of  Directors, our three staff  members 

implement the year-round food pantry and other programs such as crisis rent, mortgage, utility 

assistance, holiday food drives and more. Our backpacks for students project, along with the huge 

holiday distributions for qualified clients remain important programs to provide hope and dignity to our 

local residents in their time of  need. Helping clients get back on their feet during a crisis in their lives 

remains a goal we accomplish with your support. We receive no government funding and are entirely 

supported by donations from our amazing large community of  donors. We are so grateful for your 

continued support that makes such a difference in the lives of  so many!



Valley Churches is truly

Volunteer Powered !
 Volunteers have literally made Valley Churches United exist for all these past 34 years of  providing 

supplemental food and other services to our qualified clients. Hundreds and hundred of  volunteers 

from all walks of  life have answered the call to help from the very beginning. It is beyond inspirational 

what the volunteers collectively have accomplished throughout the years. We are so grateful for each 

and every volunteer past and present.

 Clients often come back to Valley Churches United to give back to the “place that helped me and my 

family when we needed help so badly”. They come back and give of  their volunteer time, or they donate 

money as a way to both pay it back but also pay it forward. It is truly rewarding to experience those 

success stories year after year!

 On a daily basis volunteers are taking a shift to help pick up food at a nearby store, filling bags with 

food in our pantry, helping with data entry, being an intake worker to help qualified clients receive food, 

work on fundraiser projects, run the holiday gift shop, sort donated food, and many more task that 

make Valley Churches United function so smoothly day in and day out.

 We are so blessed to have volunteers that have been with us for decades and new volunteers that are 

just experiencing the meaning of  giving back to their community. It has often been noticed that our 

amazing volunteers give of  their time with such joy and care. Valley Churches United is truly volunteer 

powered by the most dedicated people, making our non-profit such a special organization full of  hope 

as we begin our 35th year in 2017!





Valley Churches United

By The Numbers
 In 2015: The Food Pantry provided client assistance in the amount of  

$668,656.

 In 2016: The Food Pantry provided client assistance in the approximant 

amount of  $681,953*. *2016 taxes have not been finalized at this time.

 In 2015: Emergency Housing Assistance provided to clients totaled $29,133.

 In 2016: Emergency Housing Assistance provided to clients was 

approximately $42,128*. *2016 taxes have not been finalized at this time.

 In 2016: Valley Churches United served 8566 adults and 3426 children for a 

total of  11,992 clients served.

 In 2016: Valley Churches United volunteers totaled an amazing 9,795 hours!



Valley Churches United 

Financial Highlights
 In 2015: Total revenue were $958,742

 In 2016: Total approximate revenue were $980,770*.  *2016 

taxes not finalized as of  this report.

 In 2015: Total expenses were $1,040,521.

 In 2016: Total approximate expenses are $952,606*. *2016 

taxes not finalized as of  this report.

 In 2015: Total net assets were $1,764,930.

 In 2016: Total approximate net assets are $1,793,093. *2016 

taxes not finalized as of  this report.





2016 Valley Churches 

Highlights



A Heartfelt Thank You to 

Our Donors
 As Valley Churches enters it’s 35th year of  serving the local 

communities of  San Lorenzo Valley, Scotts Valley, and Bonny Doon, 

we are always reminded of  how and why we are still here and going 

strong. It is truly due to each and every donor that has supported 

our work through all these many years, during good times and bad 

times, during a strong economy and during our past recession. You 

have stepped up during our natural disasters, when local folks have 

experienced a crisis, or during good times when you know we just 

need to keep our food pantry full.  We are so very grateful for each 

and every way you have helped to support our efforts throughout the 

years. Without you, we could not help those in need here locally.

 We are so fortunate to move into our 35th year of  helping those in 

need with your incredible generosity of  support! We want you to 

know how much this means to all of  us at Valley Churches United!


